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NOTE TO THE READER:  Reference to the Federal Register may be found at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=FR.  
 
References to legislation may be found at https://www.congress.gov 
at the center of the page. 

 
 

USTR Petition Section 301 Status 
 

The USTR issued a notice of action and proposed action in the Federal Register 
on the Section 301 petition/decision announcing a new round of comments and 
a second hearing scheduled for May 19th.  CSA intends to both submit comments 
and provide testimony at the hearing.  The Federal Register publication 
contained significant revisions from the first draft decision which was issued 
including new sections on car carriers, LNG exports and Chinese made cargo 
handling equipment including gantry cranes and their components.  There are 
still a number of issues that need clarification and other issues to which we will 
re-register our objections in both our comments and testimony.  A summary of 
the new provisions follows. 
 
After a comment period and two day hearing held on March 24 and 26, 2025 at 
which over 70 persons testified and the submission and review of over 600 
comments to the docket, the USTR now issues this decision on April 17, 2025.  
Relative to the newly scheduled comment period and hearing, it appears that 
this is focused on receiving comments on new proposals contained in the final 
decision relative to proposed tariffs on ship-to-shore cranes and other cargo 
handling equipment (comments and hearing to address issues regarding the 
“proposed tariff action”).   The USTR notes it will continue to monitor the effects 
of this decision and will consider possible modifications relative to addressing 
the LOGINK issue and fees on Chinese-built off-shore vessels and the recent 
Executive Order 14269, Restoring America’s Maritime Dominance, provisions 
and if modifications are deemed warranted, the USTR will consider comments 
already submitted in response to the February 27 notice establishing the original 
comment period and hearing in March 2025.   From our view, this text leaves it 
open for comments to be submitted on the full decision document including 
those already addressed during the previous comment period and the March 25 
hearing. 

 
SUMMARY OF DECISIONS TAKEN 

 
Key provisions of the decisions taken are included in annexes to the Federal 
Register document with Annex I applying to vessel operators and vessel owners 
of Chinese controlled vessels, Annex II applying to vessel operators of Chinese-
built vessels, Annex III applying to vessel operators of foreign built car carriers, 
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https://www.kelly.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sen-kelly-sen-young-rep-garamendi-rep-kelly-introduce-ships-for-america-act-to-boost-american-shipbuilding-strengthen-us-economy-and-national-security/
https://www.kelly.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sen-kelly-sen-young-rep-garamendi-rep-kelly-introduce-ships-for-america-act-to-boost-american-shipbuilding-strengthen-us-economy-and-national-security/


  

 
 

8 of 8 
 

options to promote the use of private capital to expand the maritime industrial 
base including shipbuilding component supply chains, port infrastructure and 
the maritime workforce.  The executive also includes provisions addressing the 
collection of the existing harbor maintenance tax, encourages engagement with 
US allies and partners to align trade policies, reduce dependence on adversaries 
for marine transportation, creates a maritime security trust fund, creates a 
shipbuilding financial incentives program, establishes maritime prosperity zones 
and requires regular reporting to both the President and Congress on the 
maritime action plan and work done by individual agencies to advance the goals 
of the maritime action plan.  The executive order also sets the goal of increasing 
the US flag commercial fleet trading internationally. 
A copy of the Executive Order may be viewed at: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-
americas-maritime-dominance/  
 
 

Withdrawal of US delegation from MEPC 83 
 

In a somewhat surprising development, the US delegation to MEPC 83 was 
withdrawn from the MEPC 83 meeting due to the Administration’s position 
opposing the GHG negotiations which took place during the meeting.  It should 
also be noted that the US delegation, while attending the previous MEPC 82 
meeting and the last two ISWG GHG meetings remained silent but for an 
intervention stating that the US position on all GHG negotiation issues has been 
reserved.  Perhaps the most surprising aspect of this decision is the fact that 
the US delegation was removed from the entire meeting (not just the GHG 
discussions) with no ability to input or provide positions on any of the other 
MEPC 83 agenda items.   After further discussions with key US government 
representatives, CSA posed the question about the US’s continuing involvement 
in IMO meetings and it is believed that the US, at this time, will continue to 
participate in future IMO meetings, not withstanding the current issues 
associated with GHG negotiations/discussions. 

 
 

President Trump Statement on Panama and Suez Canal Tolls for US 
military and commercial vessels 

 
Late in April, President Trump publicly called for the Suez Canal and the Panama 
Canal to provide no-cost transits for all US naval and merchant vessels, echoing 
similar comments made earlier on the Panama Canal but now also including the 
Suez Canal in his request published on social media.  According to this post he 
indicates that he has instructed Secretary of State Maro Rubio to “immediately 
take care of, and memorialize this situation”.  Not surprisingly, Panamanian and 
Egyptian authorities have not looked favorably on this request, but we believe 
discussions are ongoing on measures that can, from the President’s view, 
increase the efficiency and reliability of these critical waterways. 
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