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This report provides an overview of the current maritime security situation in different parts of 
the Middle East, notably the southern Red Sea/Gulf of Aden and the Persian Gulf/Gulf of Oman 
areas. It is primarily aimed at assessing the threat of attacks against different types of merchant 
ships operating in these areas. 
 
Due to the current situation across the region, coverage for the report has been expanded from 
the previous focus on shipping routes along the Yemeni coastline. 
 
Comprehensive descriptions for individual incidents as well as statistics about attacks against 
merchant ships are available on the Risk Intelligence System. 
 
Time of latest intelligence included in this report: 30 July 2025, 08:00 UTC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advice given and recommendations made do not constitute a warranty of future results 
by Risk Intelligence or an assurance against risk. Recommendations made are based on 
information available at the time of writing. No express or implied warranty is given in 
respect of any judgment made or to changes or any unforeseen escalation of any factors 
affecting any such judgement. 
 
Documents are for the benefit of the client only and may not be disclosed to any third 
parties without the prior written consent of Risk Intelligence; such consent not to be 
withheld unreasonably. The client agrees to indemnify Risk Intelligence against any 
claims and any resulting damages that may be caused by any unauthorised disclosure 
of such documents. 
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For merchant ships linked to countries solely supporting the US-led and EU-led naval operations 
with a defensive mandate, the threat level is assessed as lower compared to countries 
participating in offensive military actions. For all other commercial ships, the same threat level 
applies. 
 
Vessels not related to countries taking part in naval operations may be targeted due to 
misidentification. Proximity to kinetic attacks or to interceptions of drones and missiles by 
military forces could also lead to collateral damage. 
 
Finally, it is vital to consider that the situation remains dynamic and requires close monitoring. 
Updates regarding incidents as well as constantly updated assessments of current threat levels 
are available through the Risk Intelligence System. 
 
 
  







https://www.maritimeglobalsecurity.org/
https://www.ukmto.org/
http://www.mscio.eu/
mailto:m-ba-navcent-ncags@us.navy.mil
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Aggressive enforcement by coastguard vessels, or local craft attempting to warn away merchant 
vessels, are possible threats in the area. The piracy threat is minimal, even in southern areas, as 
this area is now considered to be outside the operational range of Somali pirates. The fighting in 
Sudan is not expected to affect threat levels in the Red Sea, though increased and indiscriminate 
jamming in the waters between Port Sudan and Jeddah pose a threat to navigation. 
 

 
Refer to the section "Methodology / Definitions" for a definition of threat levels. A concise 
assessment of all threats listed in the table can be found on the Risk Intelligence System. 
 
 

Threat type Threat level 

Terrorism Moderate 

Piracy Low 

Insurgency and Military Operations High 

Cargo Theft Moderate 

Smuggling Elevated 

Stowaways and human trafficking Low 

Fraud and corruption Low 

Activism Low 
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Refer to the section "Methodology / Definitions" for a definition of threat levels. A concise 
assessment of all threats listed in the table can be found on the Risk Intelligence System. 
 

Threat type Threat level 

Terrorism Moderate 

Piracy Low 

Insurgency and Military Operations Elevated 

Cargo Theft Low 

Smuggling Moderate 

Stowaways and human trafficking Low 

Fraud and corruption Low 

Activism Low 
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the Indian Ocean, specifically the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, and Arabian Sea. UKMTO acts as primary 
point of contact for merchant vessels and liaison with military forces in the region. 
 
MSCIO (formerly known as MSCHOA) manages the EUNAVFOR (EU Naval Forces Somalia and 
Operation Atalanta) voluntary registration scheme for ships transiting the area and 
communicates EUNAVFOR counter-piracy guidance to the maritime industry. 
 

 
Refer to the section "Methodology / Definitions" for a definition of threat levels. A concise 
assessment of all threats listed in the table can be found on the Risk Intelligence System. 
 
 

Threat type Threat level 

Terrorism Moderate 

Piracy Elevated 

Insurgency and Military Operations Moderate 

Cargo Theft Low 

Smuggling Moderate 

Stowaways and human trafficking Low 

Fraud and corruption Low 

Activism Low 

 




