
 
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Greater Bay Maritime Forum 2025 Brings Together Industry Leaders  
to Foster Regional Collaboration and Innovation 

 
Hong Kong Shipowners Association Hosts Major Maritime Gathering 

Launch of the Maritime Talent Cultivation Alliance  
 

(19 November, 2025, Hong Kong) The Greater Bay Maritime Forum 2025 brought together 
maritime leaders, government representatives, and industry experts from across the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) and internationally on 19 November 2025 (today) to explore collaborative 
opportunities and chart the region's maritime future. Hosted by the Hong Kong Shipowners 
Association (HKSOA), the Forum took place at the Hong Kong Maritime Museum during Hong 
Kong Maritime Week 2025. 
 
Themed "Internal Integration and External Connectivity for Multiple Wins", the Forum 
addressed critical issues facing the maritime sector, including sustainable shipping 
practices, technological innovation and cross-regional cooperation. The event featured 
keynote addresses, expert discussions, and networking opportunities designed to facilitate 
dialogue between industry stakeholders, academic institutions and government bodies. 
 
Distinguished Speakers 
The Forum began with a welcome address by Mr Angad Banga, JP, Chairman of the Hong Kong 
Shipowners Association. “The Greater Bay Maritime Forum reflects the power of partnership. 
Our sincere thanks go to our colleagues in Guangzhou and Shenzhen, as well as to all our 
supporting agencies,” said Mr Banga, as he welcomed prominent guests to the Forum. “Our 
progress is a testament to what we can achieve when cities, institutions, and industries 
come together to shape a future-ready maritime sector that is stronger, more innovative and 
more sustainable.” 
 
In her keynote address, the Secretary for Transport and Logistics Ms Mable Chan said that 
the Forum served as an ideal platform for exchanging ideas and insights regarding the 
advancement of the maritime industry, particularly how the sector could seize the immense 
opportunities arising from the GBA development.  She also congratulated the Maritime 
Talent Cultivation Alliance on its establishment, which is a significant endeavour to 
strengthen collaboration between academic education and industry practices, thereby 



jointly nurturing applied talent for supporting the long-term and sustainable growth of the 
maritime industry. 
 
The audience was then enlightened by keynote speeches from distinguished speakers: 
namely Mr Yuan Huahui, Level 1 Bureau Rank Official of the Guangzhou Port Authority; and 
Mr Xie Huihui, Deputy Director of the Qianhai Authority, Shenzhen.  
 
The Forum also gathered experts for an insightful dialogue on the shipping industry. Speakers 
included Mr Kenneth Lam, JP, Founder and CEO of SeaKapital; Mr Thomas Kazakos, 
Secretary General of the International Chamber of Shipping; Mr Rolf Thore Roppestad, 
Chairman of the International Group of P&I Clubs. It was followed by an insightful 
presentation by Mr Quentin Drew, Claims Director (Hong Kong) of the West of England 
Insurance Services. 
 
An expert panel discussion, moderated by Mr Vincent Xu, Chairman of Shenzhen Equator 
Fund Management Co., Ltd., examined contemporary maritime challenges, featuring 
speakers Mr Harshavardhan Bhave, Director, Fleet of Pacific Basin Shipping Limited; Mr 
James Ieong, Founder & CEO of Climate Impact Corporation; Ms Rosita Lau, MH, FCILT, 
Partner of Ince & Co; Ms Liu Bing, Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner of the 
Australian Consulate-General in Hong Kong and Macau; Professor Wang Jixian, Research 
Director of the Bay Area Hong Kong Centre; and Professor Wei Zhuang, Head of Asia-Pacific 
of BIMCO. 
 
After the closing address from Mr Yang Xianxiang, Chairman of the China Sub-committee of 
the Hong Kong Shipowners Association, the speakers and guests concluded the Forum with 
a networking lunch hosted by Island Navigation Corporation International Ltd. 
 
Forum Highlight: Maritime Talent Cultivation Alliance  
As part of the Forum, the HKSOA formally launch the Maritime Talent Cultivation Alliance, 
an initiative designed to strengthen connections between maritime education and industry 
practice. The Alliance brings together 16 founding members to foster collaborative talent 
development. 
 
Through collaborative activities including mentorship programmes, corporate site visits, 
research initiatives, and internship placements, the Alliance aims to cultivate a new 
generation of maritime professionals equipped with both a global business perspective and 
practical industry insights. 
 
The launch was held at the Hong Kong Maritime Museum during Hong Kong Maritime Week 
2025. This initiative represents a collaborative ehort to cultivate a new generation of 
maritime professionals equipped with both global business acumen and practical industry 
insights. 
 
 



 
 
"Manpower planning and talent development have always been major concerns for the 
maritime industry," said Mr Yang Xianxiang, Chairman of the HKSOA China Sub-committee. 
"With Hong Kong's core strengths and strategic position, we are well-positioned to lead this 
critical initiative. The Alliance represents our commitment to supporting long-term, 
sustainable growth across the industry." 
 

 

Notes for Editors 

The Hong Kong Shipowners Association, incorporated in 1957, is a major industry 
association with about 200 corporate members, including ship owners, ship managers and 
maritime service providers in various sectors. Throughout the years, it has been a key driver 
in many new initiatives, including green shipping and smart shipping, and a strong advocate 
for free trade and a global rules-based regulatory regime. As the “Voice of Asia”, the 
Association commands the respect of the maritime community at all levels – local, national 
and international. 
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