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‘Up to 80 ships from HK stuck in Strait of Hormuz'

2026-08-04 HKT 15:02 Share this story [f] X

The Hong Kong Shipowners Association says the welfare of the stranded seamen remains

a top priority. Photo: RTHK
&

The Hong Kong Shipowners Association (HKSOA) on Tuesday said an estimated 70 to
80 vessels flying the SAR flag remain stranded in or near the volatile Strait of Hormuz
despite a brief ceasefire which allowed roughly 20 ships to escape the area safely.

Chairman Richard Hext noted that prior to the recent ceasefire, around 100 ships owned
by members — carrying approximately 2,000 seafarers — were directly impacted by the
Persian Gulf turmoil.

"During the ceasefire window, we estimate that about 20 to 30 of those vessels were able
to leave the area safely," he said.

"Our current working estimate is that there are roughly 70 to 80 HKSOA member ships
with around 1,400 to 1,600 seafarers on board remaining in or near the conflict zone."

Amid growing concern for the crews, deputy chairman Kenneth Lam gave a reassurance
that the welfare of the stranded seamen remains a top priority.

"For the ships that are stuck and for the seamen that are stuck in the Gulf, they are at
least provided with the necessary provisions and the necessary help," he said.

"So in these kinds of cases, | would say that from HKSOA's point of view, money is not
an object. So we will continue to treat our seafarers well."

While tackling the fallout from the immediate Gulf crisis, the association is also turning its
attention to longer-term structural priorities, submitting a series of recommendations to
the government ahead of Hong Kong's first five-year plan and the upcoming Policy
Address.

Key proposals include leveraging the SAR's financial strengths through cross-sectoral
policies to boost shipping and trade development, promoting the Hong Kong maritime
brand, and strengthening international cooperation to uphold core maritime values such
as free trade and freedom of navigation.

The association further urged the removal of trade barriers imposed by other
jurisdictions.

It also called for an accelerated transition to shore power systems at local ports to cut
emissions and emphasised the need for increased resource support for maritime training
programmes.
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Shipowners: Around 70 vessels from HK stranded in Middle East

An estimated 70 to 80 of Hong Kong Shipowners Association member vessels are currently
stranded near the Strait of Hormuz due to the conflicts in the Middle East, with approximately
1,400 to 1,600 crew members on board.

Speaking at a press briefing on Tuesday, HKSOA Chairman Richard Hext said that before the
latest brief ceasefire, around 100 such vessels belonging to members of the HKSOA, carrying
approximately 2,000 seafarers, were directly affected by the situation.

“Now, during the ceasefire window, we estimate that about 20 to 30 of those vessels were able
to leave the area safely,” Hext said, with roughly 70 to 80 association member ships with
around 1,400 to 1,600 seafarers on board remaining in or near the conflict zone.

“The safety of our seafarers is paramount,” Hext said, adding that the association is closely
monitoring the situation and liaising with relevant authorities.

Kenneth Lam, founder and CEO of ship-owning and leasing company SeaKapital Ltd, stressed
that the immediate priority 1s to ensure crew safety and adequate food supplies on the trapped
ships.

The disclosure came as the HKSOA also submitted a comprehensive set of recommendations
for Hong Kong' s first-ever five-year plan and the 2026 Policy Address, laying out a strategic
vision and specific policies to cement the city’ s status as a premier international maritime hub.

Among the key recommendations, the association calls for leveraging Hong Kong™ s financial
strengths through cross-sectoral policies to boost shipping and trade, promoting the “Hong
Kong” maritime brand by capitalizing on shifts in the global economic landscape and the
national  “dual circulation” strategy — an economic model that centers on domestic and
international circulations — and strengthening international cooperation to uphold core values
such as free trade and unimpeded navigation.

The HKSOA also urged the Hong Kong government to seek the removal of trade barriers
imposed by other jurisdictions, accelerate the local transition to shore power to cut emissions
from docked vessels, and collaborate with major ports to develop green shipping corridors. Other
proposals include establishing an international green fuel trading platform and removing the
three-year holding period for tax concessions to create a more business-friendly environment.

The association reiterated its commitment to protecting the reputation of the Hong Kong brand
and advancing industry-education-research integration, including expanding the city’ s premier
talent admission program, the Top Talent Pass Scheme, to cover leading maritime universities
worldwide.
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Up to 80 Hong Kong-linked ships stuck around Strait of Hormuz,
trade group says

Hong Kong Shipowners Association urges industry members to be careful, citing  ‘very
low’ predictability of United States and Tran

A Hong Kong shipping industry body has estimated that as many as 80 of its members’  ships
and 1,600 seafarers are stuck in or near the Strait of Hormuz, with the sector forced to contend
with more than five months of on-and-off conflict in the Middle East.

Richard Hext, chairman of the Hong Kong Shipowners Association, shared the figures on
Tuesday as the industry group revealed its recommendations for the city’ s first five-year plan
and Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu® s coming policy address.

He also said that while 20 to 30 association-linked vessels were able to leave the region safely
during the short-lived ceasefire in June, dozens of ships carrying more than 1,000 seafarers
remained stuck in the strait.

“So, our current working estimate is that there are roughly 70 to 80 Hong Kong Shipowners
Association member ships, with around 1,400 to 1,600 seafarers on board remaining in or near
the conflict zone,” he told a press conference.

The United States-Israel war on Iran has sparked a global shipping crisis and disrupted supply
chains as passage through the Strait of Hormuz remains largely cut off.

Despite multiple rounds of negotiations and failed attempts at ceasefires, vessels continue to
face challenges sailing along the narrow waterway, with some even coming under attack.

US President Donald Trump said on Monday that he wanted to give the Iranians “every last
chance before decapitation” while Tehran has denied that any negotiations were taking place.

“The Americans  and the Iranians’ predictability is very low as to what s going to
happen, so shipowners have to be careful,” Hext said.

“Our priority -+ is the safety of the seafarers on board our ships.”

He added: “So if somebody says you should be bold and sail your ship through the Strait of
Hormuz, we say, well, we want to protect the lives of our seafarers, so we should only sail
when it s safe, and so that is our absolute guiding priority.”

An average of 138 ships sailed through the strait daily before the war, according to the Joint
Maritime Information Centre, a coordination body formed under the 47-nation Combined
Maritime Forces.

As of July, around 6,000 seafarers remained stranded in the waterway — through which about
20 per cent of the world’ s oil was shipped before the conflict - according to the
International Maritime Organisation.

Association deputy chairman Kenneth Lam said shipowners in Hong Kong would continue to
ensure that the stranded seafarers were taken care of.



“For the ships that are stuck and for the seamen who are stuck in the [Persian] Gulf, they are
at least provided with the necessary provisions and necessary help,” Lam said.

“So in these kinds of cases, from a Hong Kong shipowner’ s point of view, money is not an
object. We will continue to treat our seafarers well.”

Asked about the effects of the war on costs, Lam said that it was difficult to provide an exact
percentage on how heightened shipping costs were affecting the price of consumer goods.

“But it would definitely have its effects,” he added.

The association also announced its recommendations for the city’ s first five-year plan and
the policy address.

To align with the country” s 15th five-year plan, it called for the co-development of the
city’ s finance, trade, and shipping industries through cross-sectoral policies that would
further enhance industry development.

Other recommendations included the promotion of Hong Kong’ s maritime brand through
new business opportunities arising from supply chain restructuring, and for the city to
strengthen international cooperation in matters related to free trade and the global rules-based
order.

Sandy Chan, the association’ s managing director, also highlighted the need for an annual
assessment on the strength of Hong Kong' s maritime industry.

She said this would help identify areas for improvement and best practices from other
jurisdictions, which would ensure the sustainable growth of the industry.

The association laid out a separate set of suggestions covering five topics for the coming
policy address.

They included seeking the removal of “unilateral attempts”  to undermine Hong Kong™ s
special status under its  “one country, two systems”  governing model and developing green
shipping corridors in collaboration with other major ports.

It also suggested removing a three-year holding period for tax concession purposes, building
an international green fuel trading platform and including top maritime universities in
mainland China and other jurisdictions in the city’ s top talent immigration scheme.
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